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REPORT. 
To tlle Twenty-fir8t Gen ·t'(d ~J.~s mbly rtf Iotra: 
Your committee, appointed under the provision of House Conour-
rent Resolution No. 9, to visit the :State University of Iowa, state 
that they have performed that duty, and beg leave to submit their 
report. 
This Institution, unlike most others sustained in whole or in part 
by our State, is one in the growth of which every liberal minded oit-
izen takes pride. That it steadily outgrows the capacity of buildings, 
applianceis and income should be, and we believe generally ie, to our 
oitizen a patriotic pleasure. 
Mo t other State institutions are the outgrowth of neoeeeity, for 
society's protection from criminals, or in humanity's name to care 
for the State's unfortunate. The growth of Penitentiarie , Reform 
Schools, and Benedict Homes, are evidences of crime committed; 
that of Hospitals for Insane, Blind, Deaf and Dumb, Feeble-Mind d, 
and for Orphans, evidences the fact that charity yearly makes 
larger demands. That these are well built and conducted evidences 
the civilization and humanity of the State. In the. necessity for them 
however no one can take pride nor find pleasure. 
That the requirements of the University shall ea.oh year, ae the · 
State grows more populous and wealthy, maire legitimately larger de-
mands for the liberal education of our youths and for the promotion 
of knowledge, is a hope shared by your committee. That it has so 
far supplied so folly the am'oition of the people for an Iowa institu-
tion for higher education is a just cause of pride. 
To it the young of the State should be enabled to look as the place 
wherein to obtain, as well at least as at any other institution, liberal 
eduoation and efficient professional training. 
While the support of the Institutes is necessary for the present, and 
must of neces ity be provided for, the support of the University ap-
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peala to our pride, patri()tism; ambition for the future of the State in 
the training at home, with lowa attaohment@, of it liberally edo.ca. 
ted sons and daughters. The prei<ent necessity for liberal treatment 
of the University i11 not brought to our attention Ro urgently as the 
needs of enlarged Penitent:iarie by our crowded jail11, or for enlarged 
Hospital,. for the unfortunates a.round us. 
An intelligent, thoughtful view of the subject, however, would 
seem to demand that in the urgent present necessities for the one, 
the le H observed necessities of the other should not be overlooked 
nor ni-glecteJ. 
The method of managing and governing the University through 
the Boa.rd of Regents i11 familiar to you, and no suggestion with 
reference thereto is ,l,eemed neoeesa.ry other than to 11uggeet to the 
Regents, rather than to the General Assembly, the propriety of holding 
,ea.ch department and the he.1d thereof more directly ret'lponsible to 
the Eoard of RPg nt", as such department increa.11e in <li tincti ve 
importance. 
The report of the Board of Regent" to 1,he Superintendent of Pub 
lie In~traction, and of the President to the Board of Regent , for tb 11 
biennial period ending August, 1885, already before you, embraces a 
statement of the namEl,11 and number of perdons employed, an<l the al 
ariee paid. Reference is here made to tlle same a~ a part of this re -
port. 
We tind this report upon these e11bjects correct a •. the present time, 
excepting that after the date of ea.id report the Univer8ity aud State 
suffered ·great loss by Jee.th of David F. Ua.11, Professor of Greek Ian• 
gaage and literature. He was a young man of merit, scholarship, 
exemplary christian character, and unbounded ambition in hit! chosen 
profession. The vacancy oaused by his death is now acceetably tilled 
by Mies Leona Call. 
With the statement here that none of those employed receive any-
thing in addition to their salaries, the fifth question submitted by the 
resolution i an wared. 
1. Reporting on the first queeLion submitted in the resolution, we 
would say that in our judgment the appropriation made by the last 
General Aeeembly have been wisely and economically expended, so 
far as the same has been used. 
pecific rtiports of expenditure of the several appropriations made 
by the Twentieth General As embly are appended hereto as a part of 
this report. 
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For a new building for the ohool of oienoe, 45.000 wa- appro-
priated, and for heating, plumbing and gas fitting in the ame, 5,600. 
Thi building is completed, and on a thorough e amination your 
committee feel warranted in reporting that it ie well adapted to the 
purpose de11igned; it is large, commodtous and tho~oughly substan-
tial. That in construction and fittings the State bas ecured a full 
equivalent for the appropriation. It adds Yery greatly to the faoili-
tiee of the University for doing efficient work. 
In answer to the second inquiry in the re olution, your committee 
report: 
That the appropriation "for water clo et, building, sewerage, water 
and heating connected ther with" of 1,500 waR for that purpose ex-
pended, and in addition thereto the sum of 139.48. As is well known 
to members of your committee the old appliances of this chara ter 
were wholly untit for use. A sub ta.ntial brick building adequate and 
convenient bas been erected and apparently good sewerage and water 
supply furnished. In addition a water closet greatly needed for 
females was put in the basement of the old brick building with 
sewer and water connections. All thi was mo t urgently needed, 
and ha.a been obtained at a verv moderate pri~e. Th.a excess of co11 t 
over the i1,500 appropriation was paid as follows: 
From unexpended balance from appropriation for refrigerator for 
medical department .......... . .. . ........... . ............... . 8 78.08 
From appropriation for supplying water connection . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 40 
Making total of . .. . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .................. . s 189.48 
From the appropriations for water connections there was also used 
in payment of furniture for the oollegiate department the sum of 
$19.95. 
With the exception of the sums named we find that the money 
used has been applied to tile purposes for which the appropriations 
were made. The division of these small sums aggregating ll59.48 
would be justified on the ground of urgent necessity, excepting for 
the prohibition contained in section 2 of chapter 67 of the acts of the 
Seventeenth General Assembly. 
The eminent citizens comprising tbe B >ard of Regents in the 
faithful discharge of their duty to the State are met with such em-
barrassment from limited means at their command that your commit-
tee would not add to it by noticing this, excepti, g fvr the necessity 
of eo doing under our instructions and the Law. 
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An wering the tbird inquiry: 
Tour committee Btate that no indebtedne s in excess of the appro-
priations hae been incurred e:rcept the slight excess over the specifio 
appropriation& paid from the others as first stated. 
In .answering specifically the fourth inquiry reference is made to 
the anew,er to second and third he.reiobefore given. 
The fifth inquiry has been answered in the general statements pre-
ceding pecifi.c enumerations of questions and answers. 
Sizt,h. There are no mechanical appliances for fire escape, and 
your committee would recommend that authority be given the Board 
of Regents to provide means (if deemed neceseary) for this purpose. 
Seventh. The sanitary conditions are good. The site is on high 
ground with steep descent immediately in the rear, affording good 
drainage. The water supply is abundant, the buildings are well 
warmed and generally well ventilated and the buildings and ground, 
are in good condition. 
We take pleasure in st:1.ting that the president, secretary, treasurer 
and members of the faculty afforded to your committee every oppor-
t11nity to investigate and examine. We are happy to say too that al-
most without exceptio'i.t they were pleased and took commendable 
pride in showing their departments in the minutest detail. Thia 
pride and interest indicate, on their part, honest and earnest effort in 
their Beveral departments and in the University. 
Coming to the financial requirements of the Institution present and 
for the next biennial period, we find~ 
First. 'rhat provision m11st be made for supplying the deliciencr 
reported by the Board of Regents in order to keep it running until 
the end of this school year; and, 
Second. That there is an imperative demand for a somewhat more 
lib ral provision for the future than has been allowed in the past. 
It mu~t be borne in mind that the addition of each new building 
and department adds materially to the expense of maintainanoe. 
That the addition of new professort1 to the faculty requires addi-
tional fund also. 
The defioieocy referred to was particularly and carefully inquired 
into and is principally aocorrnted for as followe: 
First. By increased expense occasioned by the erection and us& 
of the new building. 
. econd. ?n the erection of the new building, contrary to expecta-
tions the boiler for heating was found to be wholly ins11ffioient, ancl 
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an expenditure of near •3,000 became an absolute o oe sity for th& 
uroha e and putting in of new one of la,rger capacity. 
p Th •rd. The new boiler being larger, required an addition to the-
boiler house at an expense of almo t *600. 
Fourth. The rapid growth of the Dental D partment necessitated 
an outlay of 1,800 in fitting up rooms with very meager appliances 
in the basement of the old brick building for use of that department. 
Fifth. The legislation of the Twentieth General As embly in 
doubling the time required in the law "ourse, while doubtle ly wise 
and economical to the State in giving better training to those who 
are to be the lawyers of the State, occasioned a loss of tuition for 
the year 18 4--5 in that department of •3,316.6'7. 
The addition of a year to the medical cour e by the regents oooa-
aioned a loss from tuitions of *1,4-68.00; a loss in graduation feee of 
*151.23; in incidental items of •146.25. 
A large attendance in any one or more departments naturally 
brings greater number to the others. So a falling off in e.ttendaooe, 
oanaed by legislation, from the Law Department and by regulation 
from the Medical Department, has doubtless helped to lessen the 
number for the past year in the Collegiate Department. 
In this department there was a falling off the past year, of income 
from tuitions, 506.50. To these causes may be added the e:ristence 
of general business depression as effecting the attendance in all de-
partments. 
In the judgment of your committee the foregoing reasons account 
for the great part, if not all, of the deficiency now existing, and we 
may say that the capacity and usefulness of the University must be 
out down, or appropriations for its support be enlarged from this time 
forward. Criticism upon the management of the University have 
been in public print, and aborrt the time of your committees' visit, 
were laid upon the desks of members of the General Assembly. 
We are glad to find, however, that for the current year the attend-
ance at the Law Department including senior and junior classes is 
nearly double that of last year. So that the legislation of 1884 will 
prove no permanent lose to the revenue. 
Your committee find that the great weight of opinion so far as 
they oan learn from graduates of the several departments sustain the 
regents and faculty and commend the control and management of the 
University. 
This commendation we also find with few exceptions to be true by 
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the intelligent good people of Iowa City, where the internal workinga 
and! influence are best known. 
The Board of Regents, to whom the control of the Univereity is 
committed, are gentlemen of euch known ability, candor and integ-
rity, that it is only reasonable to believe that they have heretofore 
done those things deemed necessary for the good of the Inetitntion. 
If action on matters seriously a:ffectin.~ the composition of the faculty 
or courses of study, were adopted by a divided Board; if partisanship 
or prejudice, political, religioue, or other kind, on the part of Regents 
was disclosed in factions, then a basie might be found on which to 
rest the chargee and criticisms mad •. 
Your committee find and are plea ed to report that harmony and 
practical unanimity has prevailed among the honorable gentlemen 
comprieing the Board of Regents. That important matters have 
been put in effect by unanimous vote of the Board. 
Tb se gentlemen -most of them-have for a long term of years 
been associated together in the same capacity, and have been inti-
mately acquainted with the entire internal workings of the Institution. 
They are, and have been also, well acquainted with the relations of 
memberd of tbe faculty and the various departments to each other. 
That their action in making changes heretofore in faculty and de-
partments, has been taken after mature reflection, and as the result 
of intelligent, conscientious judgment, we find no reason to doubt. 
In conclusion, we will call especial attention to the fact that the 
Medical Department is in great need of a clinical amphitheater. This 
department has become a great credit to the State and pride to the 
University. Patients from all parts of Iowa suffering from diseases 
and injuries of the most serious and complicated nature, come to the 
hospital, and the surgical operations are performed in the amphitheater 
in tho pr eonoo of tho ol1>11eoe, by ,.., <1kill£u.l <1u1·g0ou., 11,; cliU ptul.Ja\Jly 
be found i.n any medical school in the country. Thie department has 
outgrown its old hospital and amphitheater. The beneficent and hu-
mane order of Sisters, of Charity have, at great expense, for God's 
service and charity's sake, bought and fitted up a commodious hos-
pital in which to confin the patients. An amphitheater near thi'l is 
Jeeirlld, 1,10 that the greatest benefit may be obtained, both for the 
patient and the 11tudeots. 
The Dental Department nee,lt1 an appropriation for apparatus. 
Though a new department, t.hi:1 h..1t1 lieeu of very rapid growth. It is 
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working at a disadvantage at present, and oan _at slight expense b 
ut upcn a much better footing. 
p Addition I apparatus for the Scientific Department is also greatly 
needed. This to add new and improved instliuments and to replace 
obsolete and worn out ones and to supply material . The Library 
also needs addition to keep up with the growth of this and other 
kindred institutions. 
Io the opinion of your committee, aside from the erection of the 
clinical amphitheater, the requirements, of the University at preeent 
are in the direction of employment and working fonds, rather than 
for new buildings. To make good use of the buildings already there, 
is better than to spend more money in brick and mortar. 
Equipments are needed in many departments. The same appropri-
ation for support requires the practice of economy in many respects 
&pproaching pinching poverty. We believe that a visit to this Insti-
tution by each member of the General Assembly would convince them 
that in the matter of requirements and furnishing, the University has 
been very wrongly dealt with. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. H. SwBNEY, 
On part of the Senate. 
R. G. Cousms, 
N. B. HOLBROOK, 
On part of the Houae. 
• 
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STATE UNIVERSITY. 
Report of the fe.cp endilures of the tate approp 1'iations made by the 
1\oentieth General h .~embly for the State University of IQUJa, 
Prep ared at the rP,q11e.~t of the Visiting Comm ittee of the 'lltoent,y-
fi rat Gennal .A.,Rembly. 
A..PPBOPRIATIOliS JolADE BY THE 201'H GENERAL ASSEMBLY 01' THE STAT:a 
OJ' IOWA IN AID AND S UPPORT OF THI!: STATE UNIVEBSITY OF IOW.4.. 
OHAPTER 112, PAGE 114, LAWS 1884: 
1. For one new building for the better accommodation of 11aid 
Universl~ in the School of Science, the sum of .... . ... . .... S 46,000. 00 
Steam beatlnll and plumbing and gas fitting in same, etc., the 
IIUID Of ......... . . • .... . • • • • , • .. • • .. • • • • • • .. • • · • • • .. • • • • • · .. 5,!IOO.ot 
New buildinit, total ..... .... .. . .............. .. ....... S 60,600.00 
Paid for said purpose, and the building, etc., exhibited to the 
committee, the sum of..... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 00,597 .60 
By grading, etc., 11nm as estimateu to balance..... . . . .. . .... .... 2.40 
Total. ...... .. .. ... .. .. ........... . . . ... . .......... : . . .... • .. S 61,600.00 
This 'work was done by contract, and was in the ma.in the oheapeat 
and beet work ever done in this place. 
2. For operating tables , with fixtures for students, etc., the 
sum of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
This appropriation was expended for purpose named. The 
sbort tables with slat.a tops were made by contract on. com-
petitive bids, and the longer tables, that could not well be 
1blpp'f-, 01' earned, wee made in tbe building. '.1.'otal ox-
p nded . ...... .. . .. ...... . ........ . ... . ... . ...... .. .. ... .. .. . 
8. For cases for apparatus and for collection of specimens; ap-
proprlation. . . . . . . . ...... ..... .. .. ... , . . . . . .. .. .. .. .... .. . . 
This appropriation was all expended for tbe purpose named. 
The cases are mainly built against the walls, and were of ne-
cessity made In the building. Expended . .. , . ... . . . . . ... ... . 
4. For working apparatus and special appliances, the sum of .. 
Under this head there bas been expended for sci-
entific material the sum of . ... . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. ... $ 3,764 .65 






Total .. . .. .. .. ..... . . ............. ............. $ 6,000 .00- 5,000.00 
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The oientifio material ia purobased from time to time, a mt.y be 
beet, and the balanoe i being husbanded, to plaoe it where it will do 
Uie mo t good, as fast as required. 
6• For one refrigerator for medical department,Econ-
structed in the basement, etc., the sum of . . . . $ 1,000 .00 
Expended for said purpose .... . .. . .... . ..... . . ... . S 926. 92 
Balance transferred t.o wat.er closet appropriation. 78.08 
Total . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . 1,000.00 
This appropriation wa examined by Committee, and ia a useful 
and profitable investment. At date of reporting in Angust last, the 
billa were not all paid, and proved to be a little lesl! than the 1um es-
,imated for work yet to be done. 
e. Wat.er closet appropriation, sewerage, and heating 
same, the sum of . . . ..... . ........... . ........ . 
This building was erected and all work done at the 
lowest possible price, and yet it cost the sum 
of . ..... ... .. .. . ... ... ..... . ....... ... . .. ...... $ 1,6811.48 
Balance of $139.48 was made up from unused, por-
tions of-
Refrigerator appropriation .. ..... ... .. ... . 
Wat.er pipes appropriation .. .. . ... ... . . . 
Total balance ... .. . . .. . . . ... .. ... . ... . . . .. • 
7. Furniture for collegiate depar.tment, etc., the sum 
of ...... . .. . .............. . ............ . .. ..... . 
Expended for furniture, exhibited to Visiting 
78.08 
66.40 
Committee, the sum of . .. .. ............ . .. . ... $ 1,519.96 
The excess of $19.96 ie made up from unused por-
tion of water pipes appropriation ....... . .... . 
$ l,i00.00-
$ 189.4S: 
S 1,600 , 00-
19.95 
This appropriation was economically expended in ohair , tables, 
desks, etc., and the same are distribu\ed in the following rooms : 
South hall . . .. ....... .. , .... ... .. .. .... . .. . .... . ... . . .. ... JO rooms. 
Central hall ......... ... .. .. ... . . ... ........ . . . . ... .. .. . ... 6 rooms . 
North hall .. . ..... ... .. . ...... .......... ... ..... . .. ... 4 rooms . 
Science hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . .. ... . . .. . .. 12 rooms . 
' 
Total. ... .. .. ..... .. ..... .. ......... . . . . .. , .. ... .... . . .. 82 rooms. 
This furniture is all good, and much more could ha.ve been used; 
and we think it will be conceded that no very extravagant amount of 
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furniture oonld, with this appropriation, be found in any one room of 
the thirty-two. 
'8. For purpose of supplying water connections with 
the mailll, etc., appropriation... ....... . ...... $ .W0.00 
Expended tor supply pipes ......... ............ . . S 813.66 
Transterred to-
Water closet appropriation..... . ..... . .. .. .. . . 66.!0 
Furniture appropriation. . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . 19. Q6 
400.00 
Thi money was expended, &a shown, in laying water pipes from 
Clinton street to two buildings, and from Washington street to five 
buildings, including water closet and boiler-house. The balance was 
applied, as shown, to supplement other short appropriations. 
9. For better equipment of the dental department, 
the sum of ........ ..... . ......... ....... . .. . .. . $ 500.00 
This sum was paid out for fitting at once. 
Total .... . ...... ......... ... ..... . . . ....... . . 500.00 
This appropriation for dentals was so limited and meager as to 
amount to a mere recognition of the department. Still the money 
was something, as far as it went, but that was not far. 
REOil'ITULATION. 
Appropriation. 
ew building, etc .. .. ..... ...... . .. . ... ... ... . ..... $60,600.00 
Tables. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000 .00 
,ca&e11 ...•••••.••••.....• . .•..•. ..•• •· . . •. • • . . . . . . . . . 2,000 .00 
Apparatus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 6,000.00 
Refrigerator............ .. .......... .... .... . ... . .... 1,000.00 
Water closet . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . 1,600. oo 
Furniture .. ......... . ................... .... .. .... . . 1,600.00 
Water pipes... ..... . . . .. ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . 400.00 











$64,600.00 $63 ,264.M 
On hand, balance of ap1>aratus fund . ....... . . . .. ... 1,236.86 
Total. ....... .. .. . ..... .. . ... . .. .. .. ... ... . . $64,600.00 
• 
